
 

  SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 

 

GREETINGS MEMBERS & FRIENDS 
 

"LADIES IN BLACK" - A RESOUNDING SUCCESS! 

The Spectrum Theatre Group Committee were proud to produce the recent season of “Ladies in Black” and 

sincerely thank our loyal Spectrum Members & Friends and the community, who contributed to the show's 

outstanding success through their enthusiastic attendance and unwavering support.  Every performance 

was a sell-out.  The Committee gratefully acknowledge and thank the Director Frankie J. Holden and 

Assistant Director Amber Little for their prescience by pitching “Ladies in Black” to the Spectrum Committee 

in mid 2018.  In fact, Frank and Amber’s professionalism and leadership have been remarkable, particularly 

since late 2018 when readings, auditions and rehearsals began. 

 

 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 

Spectrum Theatre Group are extremely fortunate to have generous supporters both with their professional 

time, special rates, monetary donations or free merchandise.  We would like to gratefully acknowledge the 

following professional organisations for assisting with out last production of "Ladies in Black".The Bendigo 

Bank, Bega Valley Shire Council, CC Bridal, Kathleen Brewster - Dressmaker, Be Blessed Sewing, Bus 

Stop Costumes, Arcuthie Body/Hair, Arcuthie Barber Shop, Carbon Copy, Flying Parrot Web Design, Mitre 

10 Pambula, 2EC Radio, JMC Productions (sound systems), GCLX Production Lighting, Sassie Susie's 

Boutique & Gifts Merimbula and Bega District News. A special acknowledgement must go to Steve Gordon 

of Steve Gordon Images.  Steve has been a stalwart of photographic support for Spectrum for quite some 

time,  In the last productions season alone, Steve took nearly 300 photos of the "Ladies in Black" 

performance season, and countless other rehearsal and portrait shots for our  Spectrum Facebook 

page.  All this was done free of cost to Spectrum and he has done this year after year.  Without Steve, our 

production and publicity photographs would be sorely lacking for the pizazz needed to give our company 

publicity a professional edge.   Thank you very much Steve. Please support Steve Gordon when you are 

next considering professional photography.  His website can be found by browsing your search engine for 

Steve Gordon of Steve Gordon Images, Bega.  He also has a Facebook page.  

 

EXCITING NEWS! – A PUBLIC READING COMING UP THIS MONTH 



Spectrum Committee are considering a number of plays for our production season in 2020.  A public reading 

for one of these plays will be held of the comedy "Australia Day" written by Johnathan Biggins at Twyford 

Hall on Wednesday 25th Sep for a 7pm start.  All are welcome to participate or listen to the play being read 

as we need as much input as possible in order to get a feel for whether this play would be an acceptable 

and popular choice for a Spectrum Production next year. 

 

 

 

VALE MR JOHN STEWART 

One of Spectrum’s founding and continuous members, John Stewart, passed away recently, having had a 

45 year association with the group. In fact John and his wife Moira were part of an initial group of locals who 

performed together in 1971 for a local cause, then stayed together, becoming the Spectrum Theatre Group 

in 1974.  Like many in the group, John and Moira were extremely busy running their own business interests, 

but also gave countless hours of their time to help develop the fledgling group. Besides performing onstage, 

John took a great interest in set design and construction (often embellished with Moira’s beautiful artwork), 

and also in lighting & sound. In addition, he served on the Spectrum Committee for many years.  In the early 

1980’s John was passionate enough about theatre to take on and successfully complete a 2- year Associate 

Diploma in Theatre Practice course through Riverina C.A.E. His new-found knowledge was then reflected 

in every aspect of the beautiful play “Dark of the Moon”, which he directed on his return. In the Program for 

that play he stated that his aim was to “have a regional theatre established locally and to work in drama and 

theatre within our schools”. John subsequently became involved in theatre productions in local schools, 

training many young people in craft, presentation and performance. He also went on to direct more 

Spectrum plays, including the very popular “Dinkum Assorted”, “Hotel Sorrento” “1964” (by John Fraser) 

and “Stepping Out”. His newfound technical knowledge also led to a broadening of Spectrum’s ownership 

and operation of lighting and sound equipment, with his great interest being lighting design. John also served 

as the group’s Artistic Director for 1981/82. John was passionate about theatre for and by the community 

and performance. In 1980, with others, he formed S.P.L.A.T (Spectrum Little Actors Theatre), also becoming 

its Co- ordinator/Director. He also served on the Twyford Hall Committee and was its President for many 

years, devising the first concept of adding a raked floor theatre to the Twyford site. Safe to say Spectrum 

would not be what it is today without Johns’ substantial input. We thank him and his wife Moira for all they 

have given to our group. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   
  

 


